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The Life of the New Man 

If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed away; behold, all things are 

become new.” Nothing but divine power can regenerate the human heart and imbue souls with the 

love of Christ, which will ever manifest itself with love for those for whom He died. The fruit of the 

Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. When 

converted to God, a new moral taste is supplied, a new motive power is given, and he loves the 

things that God loves; for his life is bound up by the golden chain of the immutable promises to the 

life of Jesus. Love, joy, peace, and inexpressible gratitude will pervade the soul, and the language of 

him who is blessed will be, “Thy gentleness hath made me great.” 

With Fear and Trembling 

But those who are waiting to behold a magical change in their characters without determined effort 

on their part to overcome sin, will be disappointed. We have no reason to fear while looking to 

Jesus, no reason to doubt but that He is able to save to the uttermost all that come unto Him; but 

we may constantly fear lest our old nature will again obtain the supremacy, that the enemy shall 

devise some snare whereby we shall again become his captives. We are to work out our “own 

salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God that worketh in you to will and to do of His good 

pleasure.” With our limited powers we are to be as holy in our sphere as God is holy in His sphere. 

To the extent of our ability, we are to make manifest the truth and love and excellence of the divine 

character. As wax takes the impression of the seal, so the soul is to take the impression of the Spirit 

of God and retain the image of Christ. 

We are to grow daily in spiritual loveliness. We shall fail often in our efforts to copy the divine 

Pattern. We shall often have to bow down to weep at the feet of Jesus, because of our shortcomings 

and mistakes; but we are not to be discouraged; we are to pray more fervently, believe more fully, 

and try again with more steadfastness to grow into the likeness of our Lord. As we distrust our own 

power, we shall trust the power of our Redeemer, and render praise to God, who is the health of our 

countenance, and our God. 

Wherever there is union with Christ there is love. Whatever other fruits we may bear, if love be 

missing, they profit nothing. Love to God and our neighbor is the very essence of our religion. No 

one can love Christ and not love His children. When we are united to Christ, we have the mind of 

Christ. Purity and love shine forth in the character, meekness and truth control the life. The very 

expression of the countenance is changed. Christ abiding in the soul exerts a transforming power, 

and the outward aspect bears witness to the peace and joy that reign within. We drink in the love of 

Christ, as the branch draws nourishment from the vine. If we are grafted in Christ, if fiber by fiber we 

have been united with the Living Vine, we shall give evidence of the fact by bearing rich clusters of 

living fruit. If we are connected with the Light, we shall be channels of light, and in our words and 

works we shall reflect light to the world. Those who are truly Christians are bound with the chain of 

love which links earth to heaven, which binds finite man to the infinite God. The light that shines in 

the face of Jesus Christ shines in the hearts of His followers, to the glory of God. 



By beholding we are to become changed; and as we meditate upon the perfections of the divine 

Model, we shall desire to become wholly transformed and renewed in the image of His purity. It is 

by faith in the Son of God that transformation takes place in the character, and the child of wrath 

becomes the child of God. He passes from death unto life; he becomes spiritual and discerns 

spiritual things. The wisdom of God enlightens his mind, and he beholds wondrous things out of His 

law. As a man is converted by the truth, the work of transformation of character goes on. He has an 

increased measure of understanding. In becoming a man of obedience to God, he has the mind of 

Christ, and the will of God becomes his will. 

He who places himself unreservedly under the guidance of the Spirit of God will find that his mind 

expands and develops. He obtains an education in the service of God which is not one-sided and 

deficient, developing a one-sided character, but one which results in symmetry and completeness. 

Weaknesses that have been manifested in a vacillating will and powerless character are overcome, 

for continual devotion and piety bring the man in such close relation to Christ that he has the mind 

of Christ. He is one with Christ, having soundness and strength of principle. His perception is clear, 

and he manifests that wisdom which comes from God. Says James, “Who is a wise man and endued 

with knowledge among you? let him show out of a good conversation his works with meekness of 

wisdom.” “The wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 

entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the fruit of 

righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.” This will be the wisdom manifested by 

him who takes the cup of salvation and calls upon the name of the Lord. This salvation which offers 

pardon to the transgressor, presents to him the righteousness that will bear the scrutiny of the 

omniscient One, gives victory over the powerful enemy of God and man, provides eternal life and joy 

for its receiver, and may well be a theme of rejoicing to the humble, who hear thereof and are glad. 

Mrs. E. G. White 

January 16, 1907 

Witnessing for Christ 

In order to save fallen man, under a sense of the infinite magnitude of the task, Christ undertook to 

represent to the world the character of God in His great love for the world. Nothing was allowed to 

divert His attention for a moment. His one effort was to carry out the plan of God laid before the 

foundation of the world. Said Christ, “Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I lay down My life 

that I might take it again.” “As the Father knoweth Me, even so know I the Father; and I lay down My 

life for the sheep.” That is: “My Father hath so loved you, that He even loves Me more for giving My 

life to redeem you. In becoming your substitute and surety, by surrendering My life, by taking your 

liabilities, your transgressions, I am endeared to My Father; for by My sacrifice, His will is fulfilled, 

His law vindicated, and God can be just, and yet justify him who believes in Jesus.” 

This is a love that passeth knowledge. Shall we not be filled with astonishment at the amazing riches 

of the grace of Christ? Jesus alone could do the work. Knowing the height and depth of the love of 

God, he engaged to come into the world to make it manifest to sinners. Nothing less than the 

infinite sacrifice made by Christ in behalf of fallen man could express the love of God to lost 

humanity. It is impossible for us to conceive of the riches of His grace abundantly provided for all 

who believe on Christ. And having thus Himself represented the love of the Father, He has enjoined 



upon those who believe in Him to represent His character to the world, and thus reflect the glory of 

God in their own character. 

Jesus says, “As Thou hast sent Me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world,” to 

be witnesses for Me. Christ calls upon each of His followers to represent His goodness, His mercy, 

and His love to the world, as He represented the love of the Father. He has made those who believe 

in Him as their personal Saviour, partakers of the divine nature, that they should not perish, but have 

everlasting life; and those who are saved by His grace are to reveal His power to others, that others 

may be saved thru their instrumentality. All who are truly converted are commissioned of God to be 

light bearers to the world. 

“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be 

able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to 

know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of 

God.” It is the privilege and duty of every child of God to obtain day by day a living experience in the 

things of Christ. Thru a connection with Christ, we are to go forth in His Spirit, with His mind, as 

agents to cooperate with the divine, to bear to the world the message of the love of God to man. We 

are to proclaim that Christ is our Advocate, that the bow of promise encircles the throne, that the 

Lord is waiting to be gracious. This work must not be set aside because it requires self-denial and 

self-sacrifice. Looking to the Author and Finisher of our faith, we must see there our pattern, and 

shape our life after the example He has given. 

The church may individually be all that they profess to be; for if they will seek the Lord with all the 

heart, they will be filled with the Spirit. Jesus Christ is the Pattern, and every one who copies the 

Pattern will estimate the value of his own soul as the purchased possession of Christ. He will see that 

the Lord requires all the members of His church, as living, human agencies, to exert a sanctified 

influence in unity to build up the Redeemer’s kingdom in the earth. The careless inaction, the 

indolence, the neglect to improve a single faculty and intrusted capability which might have been 

employed for blessing humanity, robs the world of the promised influence of the Holy Spirit, which 

might have accompanied with its presence the living witness for God. A message from heaven is sent 

to the world by those whom the Lord has called. They are to make known the salvation of God, that, 

by the testimony of those who are sanctified, many may be saved. 

Mrs. E. G. White 

May 1, 1907 

“Able to Make Us Wise unto Salvation” 

How to Study the Bible 

Given by inspiration of God,” “able to make us wise unto salvation,” rendering “the man of God 

perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works”—the Book of books has the highest claims to our 

reverent attention. Superficial study of the word of God can not meet the claims it has upon us, nor 

furnish us with the benefit that is promised. We should seek to learn the full meaning of the words 

of truth, and to drink deep the spirit of the holy oracles. 



To read daily a certain number of chapters, or to commit to memory a stipulated amount of 

Scripture, without careful thought as to the meaning of the text, will profit but little. To study one 

passage until its significance is clear to the mind, and its relation to the plan of salvation is evident, is 

of more value than the perusal of many chapters with no definite purpose in view and no positive 

instruction gained. 

We can not obtain wisdom from the word of God without giving earnest and prayerful attention to 

its study. It is true that some portions of Scripture are, indeed, too plain to be misunderstood; but 

there are many portions whose meaning can not be seen at a glance; for the truth does not lie upon 

the surface. In order to understand the meaning of such passages, scripture must be compared with 

scripture; there must be careful research and prayerful reflection. Such study will be richly repaid. As 

the miner discovers precious veins of metal concealed beneath the surface of the earth, so will he 

who perseveringly searches the word of God as for hid treasure find truths of the greatest value 

which are concealed from the careless seeker. 

You must dig in the mine of truth till you find its greatest treasure, and by comparing scripture with 

scripture you may find the true meaning of the text. But if you do not make the sacred teachings of 

God’s word the rule and guide of your life, the truth will be nothing to you. Truth is efficient only as 

it is carried out in practical life. If the word of God condemns some habit you have indulged, a feeling 

you have cherished, a spirit you have manifested, turn not from the word of God, but turn away 

from the evil of your doings, and let Jesus cleanse and sanctify your heart. Confess your faults, and 

forsake them wholly and determinedly, believing the promises of God, and showing your faith by 

your works. If the truths of the Bible are woven into practical life, they will bring the mind up from 

earthliness and debasement. Those who are conversant with the Scriptures will be men and women 

who exert an elevating influence. 

In searching for Heaven-revealed truths, the Spirit of God is brought into close connection with the 

sincere searcher of the Scriptures. An understanding of the revealed will of God enlarges the mind, 

expands, elevates, and endows it with new vigor, by bringing its faculties into contact with 

stupendous truth. No study is better to give energy to the mind, to strengthen the intellect, than the 

study of the word of God. No other book is so potent in elevating the thoughts, in giving vigor to the 

faculties, as is the Bible, which contains the most ennobling truths. If God’s word were studied as it 

should be, we would see breadth of mind, stability of purpose, nobility of character, such as are 

rarely seen in these times. 

July 3, 1907 

The Law Revealed in Christ 

In the prayer of Christ for His disciples, He said concerning them: “The glory which Thou gavest Me I 

have given them; that they may be one, even as We are one; I in them, and Thou in Me, that they 

may be made perfect in one [in spiritual union]; and that the world may know that Thou hast sent 

Me, and hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me.” 

The glory of Christ is His character, and His character is an expression of the law of God. He fulfilled 

the law in its every specification, and gave to the world in His life a perfect pattern of what it is 

possible for humanity to attain unto by cooperation with divinity. In His humanity Christ was 



dependent upon the Father, even as humanity is now dependent upon God for divine power in 

attaining unto perfection of character. God’s law is an exponent of His character, an expression of 

His holiness; but, viewed by him who was fallen thru sin, it is a voice of condemnation, a ministration 

of death. It is not in the province of the law to pardon the transgressor; for “by the law is the 

knowledge of sin.” “By ... the law there shall no sin be justified.” No ray of hope shines forth from 

the law to the sinner, and its transgressor can find no answer from the law to his anxious inquiry, 

“What shall I do to be saved?” “How shall I be just with God?” 

But thru Christ a way of escape has been provided. Our Redeemer came in the flesh to condemn sin 

in the flesh, to lay hold of the repenting soul with an unyielding grasp, and at the same time to grasp 

the throne of God, becoming the connecting link between humanity and divinity, between earth and 

heaven. He is the only refuge for the guilty soul. In searching to know God, man is directed to Christ, 

who lived out the law of God, and manifested to the world the attributes of the Father. In the Son of 

God the inexpressible goodness of God is revealed; for in Him mercy and truth meet together, 

righteousness and peace kiss each other. “God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Christ in the flesh, 

condemning sin in the flesh, was a perfect revelation of God to the world. Christ declared: “I am the 

way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” 

In answer to the request of Philip, “Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us,” Jesus said: “Have I 

been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known Me, Philip? he that hath seen Me hath 

seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father? Believest thou not that I am in the 

Father, and the Father in Me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of Myself; but the Father 

that dwelleth in Me, He doeth the works.” The Lord Jesus is the embodiment of the glory of the 

Godhead. The light of the knowledge of the glory of God is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. God has 

revealed Himself to men; He stooped to take upon Him our nature, and in His Son we see the glory 

of the divine attributes. Those who see not in Christ the divine character are in the shadow of 

Satan’s misrepresentation of divinity. “The god of this world hath blinded the minds of them that 

believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto 

them.” “Who being the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His person, and upholding 

all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right 

hand of the Majesty on high.” “In whom we have redemption thru His blood, even the forgiveness of 

sins: who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature.” 

In Christ Jesus is a revelation of the glory of the Godhead. All that the human agent can know of God 

to the saving of the soul, is the measure of the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, to which he 

can attain; for Christ is He who represents the Father. The most wonderful truth to be grasped by 

men is the truth, “Immanuel, God with us.” Christ is the wisdom of God. He is the great “I Am” to the 

world. As we contemplate the glory of the divine character as revealed in Christ, we are led to 

exclaim, “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!” This wisdom is 

displayed in the love that reaches out for the recovery of lost and ruined man. 

***** 

October 30, 1907 

The Great Missionary 



“Leaving you an example that ye should follow His steps” 

Into this world came our Lord Jesus Christ as the unwearied Servant of man’s necessity. He “took our 

infirmities, and bare our sicknesses,” that He might minister to every need of humanity. He came to 

remove the burden of disease and wretchedness and sin. It was His mission to bring to men 

complete restoration; He came to give them health and peace and perfection of character. 

The Saviour’s work was not restricted to any time or place. His compassion knew no limit. Wherever 

there were hearts ready to receive His message, He comforted them with the assurance of their 

heavenly Father’s love. All day He ministered to those who came to Him; in the evening He gave 

attention to such as thru the day must toil to earn a pittance for the support of their families. 

Jesus carried the awful weight of responsibility for the salvation of men. He knew that unless there 

was a decided change in the principles and purposes of the human race, all would be lost. This was 

the burden of His soul, and none could appreciate the weight that rested upon Him. Thru childhood, 

youth, and manhood, He walked alone. Yet it was heaven to be in His presence. Day by day He met 

trials and temptations; day by day He was brought into contact with evil, and witnessed its power 

upon those whom He was seeking to bless and to save. Yet He did not fail nor become discouraged. 

In all things He brought His wishes into strict abeyance to His mission. He glorified His life by making 

everything in it subordinate to the will of His Father. When in His youth His mother, finding Him in 

the school of the rabbis, said, “Son, why hast Thou thus dealt with us?” He answered,—and His 

answer is the keynote of His life-work,—“How is it that ye sought Me? Wist ye not that I must be 

about My Father’s business?” 

His life was one of constant self-sacrifice. He had no home in this world, except as the kindness of 

friends provided for Him as a wayfarer. He came to live in our behalf the life of the poorest, and to 

walk and work among the needy and the suffering. Unrecognized and unhonored, He walked in and 

out among the people for whom He had done so much. 

He was always patient and cheerful, and the afflicted hailed Him as a messenger of life and peace. 

He saw the needs of men and women, children and youth, and to all He gave the invitation, “Come 

unto Me.” 

During His ministry, Jesus devoted more time to healing the sick than to preaching. His miracles 

testified to the truth of His words that He came not to destroy, but to save. He made each work of 

healing an occasion for implanting divine principles in the mind and soul. This was the purpose of His 

work. He imparted earthly blessings that He might incline the hearts of men to receive the Gospel of 

His grace. 

By the sea, on the mountainside, in the streets of the city, in the synagog, His voice was heard 

explaining the Scriptures. Often He taught in the outer court of the temple, that the Gentiles might 

hear His words. The subject of Christ’s teaching was the word of God. He met questioners with a 

plain, “It is written,” “What saith the Scriptures?” “How readest thou?” At every opportunity when 

an interest was awakened by either friend or foe, He presented the word. With clearness and power 

He proclaimed the Gospel message. His words shed a flood of light on the teachings of patriarchs 

and prophets, and the Scriptures came to men as a new revelation. Never before had His hearers 

perceived in the word of God such depth of meaning. 



He passed by no human being as worthless, but sought to apply the healing remedy to every soul. In 

whatever company He found Himself, He presented a lesson appropriate to the time and the 

circumstances. Every neglect or insult shown by men to their fellow men only made Him more 

conscious of their need of His divine-human sympathy. He sought to inspire with hope the roughest 

and most unpromising, setting before them the assurance that they might become blameless and 

harmless, attaining such a character as would make them manifest as the children of God. 

Often He met those who had drifted under Satan’s control, and who had no power to break from his 

snare. To such a one, discouraged, sick, tempted, fallen, Jesus would speak words of tenderest pity, 

words that were needed and could be understood. Others He met who were fighting a hand-to-hand 

battle with the adversary of souls. These He encouraged to persevere, assuring them that they 

would win; for angels of God were on their side, and would give them the victory. 

At the table of the publicans He sat as an honored guest, by His sympathy and social kindliness 

showing that He recognized the dignity of humanity; and men longed to become worthy of His 

confidence. Upon their thirsty hearts His words fell with blessed, life-giving power. 

Never was there such an evangelist as Christ. He was the Majesty of heaven, but He humbled 

Himself to take our nature, that He might meet men where they were. To all people, rich and poor, 

free and bond, Christ, the Messenger of the covenant, brought the tidings of salvation. His fame as 

the great Healer spread throughout Palestine. The sick came to the places thru which He would pass, 

that they might call on Him for help. Hither, too, came many anxious to hear His words and to 

receive a touch of His hand. Thus He went from city to city, from town to town, preaching the Gospel 

and healing the sick—the King of glory in the lowly garb of humanity. 

November 20, 1907 

Drunkenness and Crime 

Their Significance 

In these days when vice and crime of every form are rapidly increasing, there is a tendency to 

become so familiar with existing conditions that we lose sight of their cause and of their significance. 

More intoxicating liquors are used today than have ever been used heretofore. In the horrible 

details of revolting drunkenness and terrible crime, the newspapers give but a partial report of the 

story of the resultant lawlessness. Violence is in the land. And yet, notwithstanding the many 

evidences of the increase of crime and lawlessness, men seldom stop to think seriously of the 

meaning of these things. Almost without exception, men boast of the enlightenment and progress of 

the present age. 

Upon those to whom God has given light, rests the solemn responsibility of calling the attention of 

others to the significance of the increase of drunkenness and crime. They should also bring before 

the minds of others the Scriptures that plainly portray the conditions which shall exist just prior to 

the second coming of Christ. Faithfully should they uplift the divine standard, and raise their voices 

in protest against the sanctioning of the liquor traffic by legal enactment. 

The evils that are so apparent at the present time are the same that brought destruction to the 

antediluvian world. “In the days that were before the Flood,” one of the prevailing sins was 



drunkenness. From the record in Genesis we learn that “the earth also was corrupt before God, and 

the earth was filled with violence.” Crime reigned supreme. Men whose reason was dethroned by 

intoxicating drink, thought little of taking the life of a human being. 

“As the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be.” The drunkenness and the 

crime that now prevail have been foretold by the Saviour. We are living in the closing days of this 

earth’s history. It is a most solemn time. Everything betokens the soon return of Christ. The very 

conditions we see in the great cities of our land, the mad acts of men whose minds have been 

inflamed by drugged liquor sold under sanction of the rulers of the people, the dead and the dying 

whose destruction can be traced to the use of poisonous liquor—all these evils are but a fulfillment 

of our Saviour’s prophecy, whereby we may know that Jesus will soon appear in the clouds of 

heaven. 

Divine Warnings 

The Lord can not bear much longer with an intemperate and perverse generation. There are many 

solemn warnings in the Scriptures against the use of intoxicating liquors. In the days of old, when 

Moses was rehearsing the desire of Jehovah concerning His people, there were uttered against the 

drunkard the following words: 

“And it come to pass, when he heareth the words of this curse, that he bless himself in his heart, 

saying, I shall have peace, tho I walk in the imagination of mine heart, to add drunkenness to thirst: 

the Lord will not spare him, but then the anger of the Lord and His jealousy shall smoke against that 

man, and all the curses that are written in this book shall lie upon him, and the Lord shall blot out his 

name from under heaven.” 

Solomon says: “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging; and whosoever is deceived thereby is not 

wise.” “Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath babbling? who hath 

wounds without cause? who hath redness of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to 

seek mixed wine. Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his color in the cup, 

when it moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.” 

The use of wine among the Israelites was one of the causes that finally resulted in their captivity. 

Thru the prophet Amos the Lord said to them: 

“Woe to them that are at ease in Zion! ... Ye that put far away the evil day, and cause the seat of 

violence to come near; that lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves upon their couches, and 

eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves out of the midst of the stall: that chant to the sound of 

the viol, and invent to themselves instruments of music, like David; that drink wine in bowls, and 

anoint themselves with the chief ointments: but they are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph. 

Therefore now shall they go captive with the first that go captive, and the banquet of them that 

stretched themselves shall be removed.” 

“Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is a child, and thy princes eat in the morning! Blessed art thou, 

O land, when thy king is the son of nobles, and thy princes eat in due season, for strength, and not 

for drunkenness.” “It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes 

strong drink: lest they drink, and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted.” 



These words of warning and command are pointed and decided. Let those in positions of public trust 

take heed, lest thru wine and strong drink they forget the law, and pervert judgment. Rulers and 

judges should ever be in a condition to fulfil the instruction of the Lord: “Ye shall not afflict any 

widow, or fatherless child. If thou afflict them in anywise, and they cry at all unto Me, I will surely 

hear their cry; and My wrath shall wax hot, and I will kill you with the sword; and your wives shall be 

widows, and your children fatherless.” 

The Lord God of heaven ruleth. He alone is above all authority, over all kings and rulers. The Lord has 

given special directions in His word in reference to the use of wine and strong drink. He has 

forbidden their use, and enforced His prohibitions with strong warnings and threatenings. But His 

forbidding the use of intoxicating beverages is not an exercise of arbitrary authority. He seeks to 

restrain men, in order that they may escape from the evil results of indulgence in wine and strong 

drink. Degradation, cruelty, wretchedness, and strife follow as the natural results of intemperance. 

God has pointed out the consequence of following this course of evil. This He has done that there 

may not be a perversion of His laws, and that men may be spared the widespread misery resulting 

from the course of evil men who, for the sake of gain, sell maddening intoxicants. 

The relation of crime to intemperance is well understood by men who have to deal with those who 

transgress the laws of the land. In the words of a Philadelphia judge: “We can trace four-fifths of the 

crimes that are committed to the influence of rum. There is not one case in twenty where a man is 

tried for his life, in which rum is not the direct or indirect cause of the murder. Rum and blood, I 

mean the shedding of blood, go hand in hand.” 

A district attorney in the city of Boston is reported as declaring that “ninety-nine out of one hundred 

of the crimes in our commonwealth are produced by intoxicating liquors.” 

(Concluded next week.) 

November 27, 1907 

Drunkenness and Crime 

(Continued from Last Week.) 

The Work of the Liquor Seller 

Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong; ... that saith, 

I will build me a wide house and large chambers, and cutteth him out windows; and it is ceiled with 

cedar, and painted with vermilion. Shalt thou reign, because thou closest thyself in cedar? ... Thine 

eyes and thine heart are not but for covetousness, and for to shed innocent blood, and for 

oppression, and for violence, to do it.” 

This scripture pictures the work of those who manufacture and who sell intoxicating liquor. Their 

business means robbery. For the money they receive, no useful equivalent is returned. Every dollar 

they add to their gains has brought a curse to the spender. 

Every year millions upon millions of gallons of intoxicating liquors are consumed. Millions upon 

millions of dollars are spent in buying wretchedness, poverty, disease, degradation, lust, crime, and 



death. For the sake of gain, the liquor-dealer deals out to his victims that which corrupts and 

destroys mind and body. He entails on the drunkard’s family poverty and wretchedness. 

Houses of prostitution, dens of vice, criminal courts, prisons, almshouses, insane asylums, hospitals, 

all are, to a great degree, filled as a result of the liquor-seller’s work. Like the mystic Babylon of the 

Apocalypse, he is dealing in “slaves and souls of men.” Behind the liquor-seller stands the mighty 

destroyer of souls, and every art which earth or hell can devise is employed to draw human beings 

under his power. In the city and the country, on the railway trains, on the great steamers, in places 

of business, in the halls of pleasure, in the medical dispensary, even in the church, on the sacred 

communion-table, his traps are set. Nothing is left undone to create and to foster the desire for 

intoxicants. On almost every corner stands the public house with its brilliant lights, its welcome and 

good cheer, inviting the working man, the wealthy idler, and the unsuspecting youth. 

Day by day, month by month, year by year, the work goes on. Fathers and husbands and brothers, 

the stay and hope and pride of the nation, are steadily passing into the liquor-dealer’s haunt to be 

sent back wrecked and ruined. 

More terrible still, the curse is striking the very heart of the home. More and more, women are 

forming the liquor habit. In many a household, little children, even in the innocence and helplessness 

of babyhood, are in daily peril thru the neglect, the abuse, the vileness of drunken mothers. Sons 

and daughters are growing up under the shadow of this terrible evil. What outlook for their future 

but that they will sink even lower than their parents? 

License Laws 

The licensing of the liquor traffic is advocated by many as tending to restrict the drink evil. But the 

licensing of the traffic places it under the protection of law. The government sanctions its existence, 

and thus fosters the evil which it professes to restrict. Under the protection of license laws, 

breweries, distilleries, and wineries are planted all over the land, and the liquor-seller plies his work 

beside our very doors. 

Often he is forbidden to sell intoxicants to one who is drunk, or who is known to be a confirmed 

drunkard; but the work of making drunkards of the youth goes steadily forward. Upon the creating 

of the liquor appetite in the youth, the very life of the traffic depends. The youth are led on, step by 

step, until the liquor habit is established, and the thirst is created that at any cost demands 

satisfaction. Less harmful would it be to grant liquor to the confirmed drunkard, whose ruin in most 

cases is already determined, than to permit the flower of our youth to be lured to destruction thru 

this terrible habit. 

By the licensing of the liquor traffic, temptation is kept constantly before those who are trying to 

reform. Institutions have been established where the victims of intemperance may be helped to 

overcome their appetite. This is a noble work; but so long as the sale of liquor is sanctioned by law, 

the intemperate receive but little benefit from inebriate asylums. They can not remain there always. 

They must again take their place in society. The appetite for intoxicating drink, tho subdued, is not 

wholly destroyed; and when temptation assails them, as it does on every hand, they too often fall an 

easy prey. 

A Solemn Warning 



Concerning those who practise various forms of wickedness that are today so prevalent in many of 

our cities, the Lord has spoken plainly. He says: 

“Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field to field, till there be no place, that they may 

be placed alone in the midst of the earth! In mine ears said the Lord of hosts, Of a truth many 

houses shall be desolate, even great and fair, without inhabitant. Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall 

yield one bath, and the seed of an homer shall yield an ephah. 

“Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink; that continue 

until night, till wine inflame them! And the harp and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in 

their feasts: but they regard not the work of the Lord, neither consider the operation of His hands. 

“Therefore [for the reasons above given] My people are gone into captivity, because they have no 

knowledge; and their honorable men are famished, and the multitude dried up with thirst. Therefore 

hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure; and their glory, and their 

multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it. And the mean man shall be 

brought down, and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled; 

but the Lord of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in 

righteousness.... 

“Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope: that say, 

Let Him make speed, and hasten His work, that we may see it: and let the counsel of the Holy One of 

Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it! 

“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; 

that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 

“Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight! 

“Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink: which 

justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him! 

“Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their root shall 

be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the law of the 

Lord of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. 

“Therefore is the anger of the Lord kindled against His people, and He hath stretched forth His hand 

against them, and hath smitten them: and the hills did tremble, and their carcasses were torn in the 

midst of the streets. For all this His anger is not turned away, but His hand is stretched out still.” 

Has not this prediction been fulfilled in San Francisco, in Valparaiso, and in Kingston? Yet how few 

recognize the hand of God in these judgments! 

Well could it be said of the cities of our world today, as the Saviour declared of the cities wherein 

most of His mighty works were done, “Woe unto thee!” “The men of Nineveh shall rise up in 

judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it; because they repented at the preaching of 

Jonah.” When the Lord sees men whom He has spared as He spared the inhabitants of Nineveh, 

continue to legalize and carry on the liquor traffic, the next stroke of the Infinite will be to destroy 

life. God has given men an opportunity to repent, to prepare to meet death with Christ’s armor on, if 



death must come; and yet they continue in the wicked works that brought the cities under the 

rebuke and the chastening hand of God and caused the devastation of that in which they took so 

much pride. 

In recent disasters human lives have been wonderfully spared. Should there not be an 

acknowledgement of the Lord’s mercy? Should there not be heartfelt repentance? Should not the 

liquor-saloons that have wrought so much evil be entirely abolished? 

The honor of God, the stability of the nation, the well-being of the community, of the home, and of 

the individual, demand that every possible effort be made in arousing the people to the evil of 

intemperance. Soon we shall see the result of this terrible evil as we do not see it now. Who will put 

forth a determined effort to stay the work of destruction? As yet the contest has hardly begun. Let 

an army be formed to stop the sale of the drugged liquors that are making men mad. Let the danger 

from the liquor traffic be made plain, and a public sentiment be created that shall demand its 

prohibition. Let the drink-maddened men be given an opportunity to escape from their thraldom. 

Let the voice of the nation demand of its lawmakers that a stop be put to this infamous traffic. 

“If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn 

unto death, 

And those that are ready to be slain; 

If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not: 

Doth not He that pondereth the heart consider it? 

And He that keepeth thy soul, doth not He know 

it?” 

And “what wilt thou say when He shall punish 

thee?” 

(Concluded next week.) 

December 4, 1907 

Drunkenness and Crime 

(Concluded.) 

The man who has a vicious beast and who, knowing its disposition, allows it liberty is by the laws of 

the land held accountable for the evil the beast may do. In the laws given to Israel the Lord directed 

that when a beast known to be vicious caused the death of a human being, the life of the owner 

should pay the price of his carelessness or malignity. On the same principle the government that 

licenses the liquor-seller should be held responsible for the results of his traffic. And if it is a crime 

worthy of death to give liberty to a vicious beast, how much greater is the crime of sanctioning the 

work of the liquor-seller! 



The Liquor Traffic in San Francisco 

For a time after the great earthquake along the coast of California, the authorities in San Francisco 

and in some of the smaller cities and towns ordered the closing of all liquor saloons. So marked were 

the effects of this strictly-enforced ordinance that the attention of thinking men throughout 

America, and notably on the Pacific Coast, was directed to the advantages that would result from a 

permanent closing of all saloons. 

During many weeks following the earthquake in San Francisco, very little drunkenness was seen. No 

intoxicating drinks were sold. The disorganized and unsettled state of affairs gave the city officials 

reason to expect an abnormal increase of disorder and crime, and they were greatly surprised to find 

the opposite true. Those from whom was expected much trouble, gave but little. This remarkable 

freedom from violence and crime was largely traceable to the disuse of intoxicants. 

The editors of some of the leading dailies took the position that it would be for the permanent 

betterment of society and for the upbuilding of the best interests of the city, were the saloons 

forever to remain closed. But wise counsel was swept aside, and within a few short weeks 

permission was given the liquor-dealers to reopen their places of business upon the payment into 

the city treasury of a license-tax considerably higher than had formerly been paid. 

In the Outlook of November 3, 1906, the situation is thus described: 

“During the two months and a half after April 18, San Francisco was probably the most orderly large 

city in the United States. Violence and crime were practically unknown. During that time the saloons 

and liquor-stores of the city were closed tight. About the middle of July the saloons were permitted 

to open again. This action of the city government was accompanied by the expectation on the part 

of many citizens of an outbreak of violence and disorder. Clergymen, and it is said even the police, 

advised men and women to carry firearms for their own protection. For the past three months San 

Francisco has been living under a reign of terror. In eighty days eighty-three murders, robberies, and 

assaults were registered on the police records. A despatch to “Ridgeway’s,” a new weekly periodical, 

reports the sale in San Francisco during one week in October of over six thousand revolvers. The 

police have been, and are, powerless to preserve order and protect the city—in the opinion of the 

best citizens of San Francisco because the heads of the force are corrupt and are doing the will of a 

corrupt government.” 

In the calamity that befell San Francisco the Lord designed to wipe out the liquor-saloons that have 

been the cause of so much evil, so much misery and crime. In legalizing the sale of liquor, the 

guardians of the public welfare proved unfaithful to their trust. Those who were placed in positions 

of official responsibility were given opportunity to become thoroughly familiar with the advantages 

of the closed saloon, but they deliberately chose to enact laws sanctioning the carrying on of the 

liquor traffic. Did they not know that in doing this they were virtually licensing the commission of 

crime? 

Every kind of wickedness continues to be practised in San Francisco. What a record of dishonesty 

and conniving has been brought to light in the investigations of the action of men in official 

positions! Are we not almost led to inquire, Whom can we trust? Where can we find men of honor? 



Thru the liquor traffic Satan is at work to corrupt with his deceiving policies the rulers and the 

people. As this work is carried on from city to city, the guilt of the whole world will be made 

manifest, and it will be plainly seen why God permits His judgments to fall on the earth. Because of 

the pride of the heart, the falsehood, the dishonesty, the profanity that is manifest, the Lord will 

soon come “out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also 

shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.” 

The people of San Francisco must answer at the judgment bar of God for the reopening of the liquor 

saloons in that city. O that our cities might reform! In places where the judgments of heaven have 

fallen, God is now proving those whose lives He has spared as to whether they will continue to allow 

health and reason to be destroyed by the sale of maddening drink. Today, in many places, men are 

being tried in courts of justice, because, under the influence of drugged liquor, they have committed 

all manner of crime. Satan looks on, highly gratified over the persistent determination of men to sell 

and use these poisonous drinks. 


